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December 4, 2007 
 
To:  All parishes 
 
From:  Dave Savel, CA, Financial Administrator 
 
Subject:  Do we really need a permit if we’re serving alcohol at our parish? 
 
The Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario (AGCO) is responsible for regulation and 
enforcement of the Liquor Licence Act.  Their website has very useful information to assist 
your parish with many questions.  The website address is: www.agco.on.ca.  I encourage 
you to visit this site if you have any specific questions. 
 
The section on the website that applies to our parishes the most is Special Occasion 
Permits (SOP’s).  This describes the requirements for events at a parish where alcohol is 
served.  If you are having an event at your parish where alcohol is being served you MUST 
obtain an SOP at one of the LCBO stores licenced to issue such permits. 
 
There are ONLY two exceptions to this rule.  The first is a private function the Pastor is 
hosting in his residence.  For example, the Pastor invites a small group of volunteers or the 
employees and their spouses for dinner in his residence.  The second exception is a 
function in a “private place”.  The following is a quote from the AGCO website: 
 
A “private place” is defined as an indoor place to which the public is not ordinarily invited 
or permitted and is not available for rent to the public for occasional use, but does not 
include a residence. A company’s private boardroom is an example of a “private place”.  
An SOP may be issued for an event located at a “private place”, however, no SOP is 
required for a function at a “private place” if there is no sale of alcohol and the event is 
held only for invited guests.  
If liquor is being sold in a “private place”, an SOP is always required unless the event is already being held under the 
authority of a caterer’s endorsement. 
 
In a parish I think it would be safe to say that most offices are a “private place”.  Therefore 
a permit would not be necessary if, for example, the parish served alcohol in the lunchroom 
for a Christmas pot-luck lunch. 
 
Please ensure that your parish follows these laws of the Province of Ontario. 
 
 


